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“Eleftheria” Square or  

a “Potemkin Corridor”? 

 

Figure 1  

The square’s 24/7 surveillance by private police, 

courtesy of the author 

 

 

 

1.How significant a change is this from what was 

there beforei? 

My criticism for the outcome of the refurbishment 

of “Eleftheria” Square in Nicosia by the office of 

Zaha Hadid involves the complicity between the 

design team and the Cypriot establishment, 

including Nicosia municipality, responsible for the 

infrastructural work for public projects. The design 

team has fallen into most of the pitfalls put in its 

way by the Cypriot establishment. The first one 

involves the production of public space as an image, 

a sort of “Potemkin corridor”. The change involves 

utterly photogenic, sculptural yet sterile structures. 

The city spends a disproportional budget for the 

square’s surveillance to keep the space as sterile as 

possible. I would have hoped that the significant 

changes of the project were about support 

structures to engage the spatial practices of the city 

inhabitants. The second pitfall involves the design 

team into the “colonizer’s shoes”. The Zaha Hadid 

office profited from the “friendliness” of the 

establishment to foreign expertise, hence the 

tolerance to the monstrous budget increase from 5 

to 50 plus million euro. Sadly, “Eleftheria” square, 

the central public space of Cyprus’ capital, has 

become the symbol of such exploitation. 

 

2.How does this add to the city's public space 

offerings? 

Before discussing offerings, one should understand 

that Nicosia’s center suffers from being a 

geographic periphery since the creation of the 

Green Line divide in the 1960s. Additionally, it has 

gone through waves of suburban exodus by the city 

population since the late1960s, without any 

affordable housing policies for the center. Its 

commercial activities are being emptied due to 

peripheral big-box shopping centers. The city has 

limited its efforts on infrastructural work on public 

streets and networks with the public spaces being 

the left-over spaces of private developments. The 

city’s public space offerings suffer from the 

dominance of the private car that kills any good 

intentions for gaining space for the pedestrians, as 

well as for increasing other modes of mobility. That 

is how the “Potemkin corridors” are created, with 

“Eleftheria” square not being an exception. 

“Eleftheria” square offers a branding image for real 

estate investment in the area. I would expect 

something more than that. Having said that, the 

successful parts of “Eleftheria” square are those 

that the citizens successfully claimed for 

pedestrianization, such as the road crossing the 

bridge and along the city walls going west. The 

citizens have helped the project to avoid partially 

the pitfall of the dominance of the private car. 

 

3.Do you think it will be embraced by the city's 

residents? Or might it be one of those nice places 

that don't actually relate or connect to regular 

people's lives? 

We need to wait and see! Yet, the project has 

additional drawbacks that would discourage such 

embracement. It discourages the inclusive every 

day, as well as eventful uses of the space by the 

public, by increasing existing gaps. The first gap 
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involves the psychological distance between the 

walled city and the new one – dare to walk across 

the unshaded bridge during daytime from May to 

October. Unimaginable to stay on the bridge 

without sunstroke. 

 

 

Figure 2,  courtesy of the author 

 

The second gap is the accentuation of the distance 

between the bridge and moat levels. The two parts 

are condemned to remain apart since the design 

team raised the center of the bridge higher than the 

initial one and dug the moat deeper to create the 

under-bridge moat space. The two ramps at the 

southern edge don't solve the problem. A social gap 

between moat and bridge is about to be created 

based on the Nicosia municipality’s intentions with 

the design support of Zaha Hadid’s office, to design 

the available spaces under the bridge for exclusive 

 
iThe questions are posed by Nate Burg from Fast Company 

Magazine for the article published on February 18, 2022 at 

https://www.fastcompany.com/90723147/a-new-45-million-

park-aims-to-ease-decades-of-separation-in-a-divided-

city?partner=rss&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=feed&utm_c

ampaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_content=rss?cid=search 

commercial use rather than for hosting socially 

inclusive services. The third kind of gap that the 

design team has enlarged, affects the right to 

democratic practices through demonstrations and 

large-scale events. There is no available ample 

unobstructed ground. To my regret, the ground of 

the moat is utterly fragmented by all sorts of 

lavishly structures, that leaves no room for such 

practices yet look nice from Google Earth. The 

bridge surface is hollowed out by the staircase shaft 

and a skylight, surrounded by concrete balustrades. 

Really? 

 

4.Does this space make a meaningful effort to help 

address some of the divisions in Nicosia and 

Cyprus at large? 

It was utterly promising, to see two very competent 

Cypriot architects, coming from the Greek and 

Turkish Cypriot communities, being part of the 

winning Zaha Hadid team, back in 2005. That’s the 

end of a meaningful effort to address the Cyprus 

division by the team. The refurbishment of the 

“Eleftheria” square has been part of the Nicosia 

Master Plan vision for creating a continuous public 

moat space around the old city walls when Nicosia 

is united. The project contributes to this intention 

yet is limited on its site. We need to acknowledge 

that it has encouraged the city to open passages on 

the adjacent bridges that connect the walled city 

with the new one. Yet, the implementation of a 

continuous accessible public space along the south 

part of the city moat remains far from realized. We 

also need to bring forward that Greek Cypriots tend 

to forget that “Eleftheria” square is the offspring of 

division, thus difficult to help address issues of 

unification. It has taken the role of the main public 

space of the south part of the city when the main 

square of the old city remained inaccessible in the 

north. What is the role of “Eleftheria” square vis-à-

vis a potential central space of a reunified Nicosia, 

should have been the question to tackle. 
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